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and restoring the ancient buildings and monuments of India. He
created the North-west Frontier Province, and inaugurated the method
of governing and controlling the frontier tribes which has survived
all other changes. If India could have been governed in this way,
it could hardly have been better governed than by Curzon.
But there was growing up under his feet a class of Indian intellec-
tuals whom our own system of education had created, young men who
had imbibed from the British text-books put into their hands ideas
of liberty, law and free government very difficult to reconcile with
the principles of benevolent despotism. Curzon had looked with
distrust upon these new-comers and been at no pains to conceal his
antipathy to some of them, especially the Hindu politicians of Bengal.
In certain of his speeches he deeply wounded their feelings, and by
the partition of Bengal delivered a blow at their local patriotism
which they regarded as an act of war. They were partly conciliated
when the King announced at the Great Durbar that Bengal would
be reunited, but this too had its set-off in the simultaneous announce-
ment, equally lowering to their pride, that the capital would be
transferred from Calcutta to Delhi.
Curzon's Viceroyalty ended abruptly, after it had been specially
prolonged, on a quarrel with another man, Kitchener, who was as
strong-willed as himself. Kitchener, curiously anticipating his later
self, wished to be his own Minister for War as well as Commander-in-
Chief, and persuaded the home Government, in the teeth of Curzon's
advice, to abolish the civilian military member of Council, who till
then had been practically Minister for War, and to combine his func-
tions with those of the Commander-in-Chief. Being overruled,
Curzon resigned and came home with a serious grievance against his
friends in tie Imperial Government, With his departure reaction
set in. All the aggrieved feelings of the political Indians now found
vent, and unrest spread rapidly from Bengal to other Provinces.
Congress now began to agitate openly and clamorously for political
rights, and the Swadeshi movement for the boycotting of British goods
made its appearance. The victory of the Japanese over the Russians,
which seemed in Eastern eyes to prove that Eastern man was as good
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